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Hydrogen transport: GRTgaz launches a call for expressions of interest 
for the construction of new dedicated hydrogen infrastructure in Fos-sur-

Mer (near Marseille) 
 

 

On 12 January 2023, GRTgaz – France's primary natural gas transmission system operator – 

launched a call for expressions of interest in order to gain more in-depth knowledge of needs 

and so confirm the economic interest in HYnframed – pipeline-based hydrogen transport 

infrastructure to link up the Fos-sur-Mer industrial and port area with storage facilities in 

Manosque. This area was also chosen to accommodate the arrival of the first France-Spain 

BarMar hydrogen pipeline – construction of which was decided at European level. Through this 

call for expressions of interest, GRTgaz will be able to investigate issues surrounding the 

development, construction and operation of hydrogen transport infrastructure that all market 

stakeholders would be able to access by 2028, following on from a preliminary feasibility study 

conducted in 2022.  

 
Fos-sur-Mer has been identified as a promising and strategic basin for hydrogen. Indeed, it is home to numerous 

heavy industries, such as steelmaking, refining, petrochemicals and energy, making Fos-sur-Mer one of the high-

potential areas for reducing emissions with a mature ecosystem geared towards low-carbon hydrogen and 

renewables as a vector for decarbonisation. Furthermore, the industrial-port area is one of the leading logistics 

hubs in France (land, sea and air). It thus has a number of opportunities for decarbonising the mobility sector. It 

is located close to gas storage infrastructure. Finally, the area was chosen to accommodate the first France-Spain 

BarMar hydrogen pipeline – construction of which was decided at European level. 

 
In 2022, GRTgaz – supported by the ADEME and the southern region and in collaboration with a group of industrial 

pioneers – conducted an initial feasibility study into a shared transmission network. This study confirms the viability 

of infrastructure connecting hydrogen production and consumption projects to the hydrogen storage projects 

identified in the region, as well as to the proposed BarMar pipeline in the long term. 

 
Following on from this initial study, the purpose of this call for expressions of interest (open season) launched 

today is to confirm interest in such pipeline-based hydrogen transport infrastructure in the area between Fos-sur-

Mer and Manosque. This call for interest for the HYnframed project is aimed at all organisations leading hydrogen-

related projects interested in future infrastructure in the industrial-port area (industrial consumers, developers of 

production or storage projects), as well as stakeholders operating in the mobility sector. They are all invited to 

take part in the first phase of the call for expressions of interest via a dedicated questionnaire: HYnframed call for 

expression of interest form | grtgaz.com 

 

The call for expressions of interest in the HYnframed project will involve two phases: an initial non-binding phase 

(this expression of interest) to confirm requirements and communicate details of the type of infrastructure that 

needs to be built. A second binding phase to contractually determine transmission capacities with all of the 

interested stakeholders and decide on the corresponding investments. 
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Depending on whether or not market interest is confirmed, specific technical studies will detail the elements of the 

technical solution, the route, the project's schedule and its environmental impacts. This information will then be 

used to compile the administrative file and the transport offering.  

 

The first phase of the call for expressions of interest will run until 10 March 2023. 

 

The proposed HYnframed infrastructure is in line with the vision of the European hydrogen backbone promoted 

by around thirty gas transport operators in Europe to ensure the security of supply for hydrogen consumers and 

the creation of a European common market. In particular, it will make it possible to connect the Fos-sur-Mer area 

to the hydrogen storage project in salt caves in Manosque and to the H2Med corridor from Portugal, via the 

BarMar hydrogen pipeline. 

 

For Thierry Trouvé, Managing Director of GRTgaz, “This new phase of the HYnframed project is the last stage 

before offering transmission capacities to the market in the Fos-sur-Mer area. This area is highly dynamic in terms 

of the numbers of hydrogen projects underway, and is characterised by the presence of a hydrogen storage 

project in salt caves in Manosque, as well as by the future arrival of the BarMar hydrogen pipeline. This project is 

in line with GRTgaz’s strategy of developing local ecosystems, with GRTgaz playing the role of facilitator in 

developing production and consumption projects, to then interconnect these ecosystems with each other and with 

storage facilities, in line with the vision articulated for the European Hydrogen Backbone”. 

 

 

Press contact: 

 

Valentine Leduc 

valentine.leduc@grtgaz.com 

+33 (0)7 64 78 26 47 

 

GRTgaz is Europe's second-largest gas carrier, with 32,500 km of pipes and 640 TWh of gas transported. The 

company has 3000 employees and generated nearly €2.3 billion in turnover in 2020. GRTgaz has a mission 

statement: “Together, we enable an energy future that is safe, affordable and climate neutral”. GRTgaz is an 

innovative company undergoing a major transformation to adapt its network to new ecological and digital 

challenges. It is committed to a 100% carbon-neutral French gas mix by 2050. It supports the hydrogen and 

renewable gas sectors (biomethane and gas from solid and liquid waste). GRTgaz carries out public service 

missions to guarantee the safety of gas transmission for its 945 clients (shippers, distributors, industrial 

companies, biomethane plants and producers). With its subsidiaries Elengy, the European leader in LNG terminal 

services, and GRTgaz Deutschland, operator of the MEGAL transmission network in Germany, GRTgaz plays a 

key role on the European gas infrastructure scene. The company exports its know-how internationally, in particular 

services developed by its research centre, RICE. Find us at https://www.grtgaz.com/, on Twitter, on LinkedIn, 

Instagram and on Facebook. 

 

 

mailto:valentine.leduc@grtgaz.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LrLJ1PyeviM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LrLJ1PyeviM
https://www.elengy.com/fr/
https://www.grtgaz-deutschland.de/
https://www.grtgaz.com/notre-groupe/recherche-developpement-innovation
https://www.grtgaz.com/
https://twitter.com/GRTgaz?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/3356791/admin/
https://www.instagram.com/grtgaz_fr/
https://www.facebook.com/GRTgaz

