press release

Hydrogen: signing of a collaboration agreement between GRTgaz SA and
Creos Deutschland GmbH for the creation of a new regional and cross-border
pure hydrogen transmission network reusing existing gas infrastructure

Paris, Hombourg May 26, 2020 - GRTgaz SA and Creos Deutschland GmbH are collaborating to create
a 100% pure hydrogen infrastructure, connecting the Saar (Germany), Lorraine (France) and the
Luxembourg border. This unprecedented agreement between the two grid operators aims to
provide a 70 km-long infrastructure dedicated to hydrogen via the retrofitting of existing gas
pipelines. This infrastructure will form the backbone of a regional and cross-border hydrogen hub
that will foster the creation of a hydrogen valley between the three countries.

The strong points of the mosaHYc project
MosaHYc (Mosel Saar HYdrogen Conversion) will focus on the conversion of two existing pipelines into
a 70-km pure hydrogen infrastructure, connecting Völklingen (Germany), Carling (France), Bouzonville
(France) and Perl (Germany), capable to transport up to 20,000 m³/h (60 MW) of pure hydrogen.
The project will provide an infrastructure to supply clean hydrogen to the transport sector (train, bus,
automobiles, trucks, …), in line with the green cross-border ambitions of Saarland, a German federal
State, the Grand Est Region of France and Luxembourg. As such, mosaHYc is also a concrete
contribution to the Green deal ambition that will address major environmental and societal challenges,
including the issue of improving air quality in the Saar-Lor-Lux Region.
This hydrogen infrastructure will also be ideally located to support and connect further hydrogen
developments foreseen in industrial clusters in Saarland and Lorraine, which historically have been
strongly integrated. MosaHYc project will also strengthen the economic and industry attractiveness in
this area.
Both gas grid operators are highly committed to abide by the strictest safety and quality standards
when converting the existing pipelines. GRTgaz and Creos Deutschland will actively cooperate with the
respective national authorities on the technical aspects, as well as the political and regulatory
framework in order to allow for an investment decision on the pipeline system by 2022.
Fostering the development of a cross-border hydrogen hub

This infrastructure will offer easy and transparent access to various producers and consumers of
hydrogen in Saarland (Germany), Lorraine (Grand Est) and Luxembourg. The strong trans-regional
component of the project makes it particularly adapted to foster the development of a hydrogen hub
across those three countries, based on renewable or low carbon hydrogen
In the longer term, the project paves the way for the subsequent conversion of available gas pipelines
to pure hydrogen in other geographies and will accelerate the development of a real cross-border
hydrogen market in Europe.
“We are convinced of the importance of the development of hydrogen infrastructures at European
scale. In this context, mosaHYc project brings a strong added value as it demonstrates the key role of
gas infrastructure and its contribution to the European Union energy and climate objectives and to its
industrial policy. Dialog with possible renewable or low-carbon hydrogen producers, grid users and
authorities in Germany, France and also Luxembourg has already started and will be enhanced in the
coming months”, Thierry Trouvé, CEO of GRTgaz, explains.
"Saarland is on the way to becoming a “Wasserstoffland”, a “Hydrogen State”. With the mosaHYc
project we want to push forward this development. We think it is the right choice to use existing
infrastructure for the transport of hydrogen now, at the beginning of the hydrogen age. This is much
cheaper and more environmentally-friendly than building new pipelines. This concept is being
embraced by Creos Deutschland, GRTgaz and other gas grid operators. Thus, MosaHYc is another pilot
project contributing to creating a competitive hydrogen market", Jens Apelt, Managing Director of
Creos Deutschland GmbH, explains.

About GRTgaz
GRTgaz is a European leader in the transportation of gas and a world expert in gas systems. In France, the company operates
over 20,000 miles of buried pipelines to transport gas from suppliers to the consumers connected to its network (including
public distribution managers who serve municipalities, power plants and over 700 industrial sites). GRTgaz performs public
service missions aimed at guaranteeing the continuity of routing and offers its customers access to the network and improved
energy performance. With its subsidiaries Elengy, a leader in LNG terminal services in Europe, and GRTgaz Deutschland, an
operator of the MEGAL transport network in Germany, GRTgaz plays a key role on the European gas infrastructure scene. It
exports its know-how internationally, thanks in large part to the services developed by its research center, RICE (Research
and Innovation Center for Energy). As an actor in energy transition, GRTgaz is investing in innovative solutions to
accommodate a maximum amount of renewable gases, including hydrogen, on its network, thereby supporting these new
sectors and contributing to achieving carbon neutrality. Find us on grtgaz.com, energiedespossibles.fr, @GRTgaz, Instagram
and Facebook. Press contact France GRTgaz: Chafia BACI - @ : chafia.baci@grtgaz.com - : + 33 1 55 66 44 88 /+33 6 40 48
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About Creos Deutschland
Creos Deutschland GmbH, based in Homburg-Saar, supplies more than two million people in 340 towns and communities in
Saarland and Rhineland-Palatinate with its approximately 1,650-kilometer-long high-pressure gas network and approximately
450-kilometer-long high- and medium-voltage network. The Creos Group employs around 180 people. The core competence
of Creos Deutschland includes the management of energy networks and associated facilities and the optimization of network
infrastructure.

